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The Secretary,
Home Department, Bombay Government, Bombay
Sir,
Khan Bahadur Kateley kindly handed me yesterday the
letters written by late Shri Mahadev Desai's wife and son. At
the time of handing me the letters, Khan Bahadur told me that
he has to explain to me the delay caused in sending my ' letter'.
He could however give no explanation. I missed even a formal
expression of regret for the inordinate delay. There appears to
have been in the Bombay Secretariat a disregard of the feelings
of a bereaved wife and a bereaved son.
From these letters I gather that what was on the face of
it a telegram, and was handed to the I. G. P. with the request
that it should go as an express telegraphic message, was posted
as a letter. I should like to be informed why the telegraphic
message was posted as a letter. May I remind the Government
that I am without any reply to my letter of 27-8-'42? The
widow and her son are instances in point. They cannot but--
be comforted to receive letters from my wife and me. But
under the prohibitory orders we may not write to them.
I am, Yours etc.,
Detention Camp,                                         M. K. Gandhi
19th September, '42                                 (Security prisoner)
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No. S. D. V. 1084
Home Department (Political)
Bombay Castle, 24th September, 1942
From
The Secretary to the Government of Bombay,
Home Department
To
M. K. Gandhi, Esquire
Sir,
With reference to your letter dated the 19th instant, I am
directed to state that the delay in the delivery of your message
to the widow of the late Mr. Mahadev Desai was due to a mis-
understanding which is regretted. As has already appeared in
the press, the Government of India has expressed regret to the
widow for the delay.
6